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The elite are supposed to be educated. So why are they so silly? 

Ah! There is a clue. That word ‘educated’. What does ‘educated’ mean today? It does not mean 
they know a lot about the world. It means they have been injected with the views and 
assumptions of their teachers. They have been taught by people who themselves have little 
experience of the real world. They have been indoctrinated with certain ideas. Here are some 
key ones. 

They have been taught that capitalism is inherently bad. It is something to be controlled at every 
turn by an altruistic government or else reduced to a minimum. Meanwhile the pursuit of 
equality is good. These are truly astonishing things for educated people to believe when the past 
100 years have been a brutal lesson instructing us that the opposite is the case. The pursuit of 
equality brought the world terror and tens of millions of deaths along with terrible economic 
failure. In the past 30 years, by contrast, since China and India adopted more pro-capitalist 
policies, capitalism has caused the biggest reduction in poverty the world has ever known. You 
may know that, but it is not taught in schools. The academic world is overwhelmingly left-wing 
and the textbooks spin to the left. They distort the facts or omit them. 

What the elite have been led to believe is that governments make things better. ‘Market failure’ 
is taught; ‘public-sector failure’ is not. In my own area, they are taught that everything was 
awful in 19th-century Britain until governments came along to save the day with an ever-bigger 
welfare state. But misleading education of this and other kinds rubs off even on those who are 
not studying history or politics. It comes through in the Times, the Guardian or, in America, 
the Washington Post or New York Times. In Britain, BBC Radio 4 is the continuation of 
university propaganda by other means. 

Meanwhile, from early on, environmentalism and recycling are taught as doctrine, rather than 
as subjects for discussion. My children had to report to their school whether they had arrived 
by public transport (good), bicycle (excellent) or car (evil). Children do not escape the 
propaganda even when they study languages. My daughter studies French and has had to write 
essays on how marvellous recycling is. There is no analysis of counter-arguments. In fact, no 
data is offered on which a counter–argument could be based. This is not education. It is not 
teaching children to challenge ideas and think for themselves. This is anti-education: teaching 
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them what they must think. It is as prescriptive as education in the Soviet Union. At least in the 
Soviet Union, many understood that they should not trust what they were being told. Here, 
because the propaganda is less obvious, students do not have their guard up. 

Another central tenet of the dogma is that women have been oppressed, are oppressed and, for 
the future, there is no limit to what we must do to ensure they get to be in the same situation as 
men — having as many directorships and military medals and anything else one can think of. 
Feminist doctrine has so permeated the elite that its members assumed that all women in the 
USA would vote against Trump after his vulgar, arrogant remarks about touching women were 
leaked. The elite thought that was ‘game over’ for Trump. Ordinary women took a different 
view. A majority of white women voted for Trump. 

Ordinary people have been subjected to the same kind of indoctrination as the elite. They have 
just had less of it. They were in the hands of the propagandists for a shorter time and have been 
in the real world for longer. They do not read the ‘quality’ papers or listen to Radio 4. They 
watch Sky Sports and Strictly Come Dancing. For their understanding of the world, they rely 
more on what they see for themselves and experience. 

People talk of a culture of entitlement among those who live on benefits. But the elite has its 
own entitlement culture. They think that because they studied English literature at Durham they 
understand the world better than a plumber in Croydon. They are virtuous. They know best. 
They are the chosen ones. They have only a token belief in democracy. They expect and intend 
to prevail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


